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'. , AN ORDINANCE TO PRESERVE THE PUBLIC PEACE AND SAEETY IN THE CITY
OF EAST CAMDEN, ARKANSAS AND EOR THE RESIDENTS THEREOF BY
ESTABLISHING A CURFEW APPLICABLE TO JUVENIIES AND REGULATING
THEIR PRESENCE IN PUBTIC STREETS AND OTHER PLACES AND DEEINING
rHE DUTIES OT' PARENTS AND GUARDIANS OF JT'VENILES AND PROVIDING
PENALTIES EOR THE VIOLATION THEREOF.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OP THE CITY OF EAST CAI.{DEN,
ARKANSAS :

Section 1. rI!{DING AND PURPOSB I
The City Council of the City of East Cand.en hereby flnds

there has been a signlficant breakdown in the supervi-sion
nornaLl"y provlded by certaln parents anil guidance for juvelri.1es
under eigirteen (18) years of age resulting in juveniles berng
invol-ved in a wiale range of unacceptable behavior, breaking and
entering, publ1c drlnking and littering, harassnent of residents,
and nore serious crlmes of violent nature.

The City further finds that the offenslve activitles of the
juveniles are not easily controlled by existing laws and
ordinances because the activiti.es are concealed $rhenever police
officers are present and that the establishnent of reasonable
curfe regulations will elrable the communi.ty to better control
the free and unobEtructed access to the streets and public pLaces
by the majority of residents and nill enable the pofice to act
reasonable and faarly to prevent the violation of lans and

\-, ordinances by juveniles.
The City further fi.nds and has determined that a curfew

neets a very real local need and that curfew ordinances in other
comnunities have been a factor in minimizing juvenile
dellnquency, A curfew in East camden is parti.cularly appropriate
in vj.ew of the basic residential nature of the connunity and the
sense of the community that there j"s a proper time for the
cessation of outdoor activities of Juvelli1es. That thls attitude
of the community 16 reflected in the curfew hours declared by
this Ordinance which takes into consideration the danger hours
for nocturnal crlne.

East Camden is basj.cally a fanj.ly connunity. Parental
responsibility for the whereabouts of children j"s the accepted
norm by a substantial majority of the comnuqity. Legal sanctions
to enfolce such responsibllity have had demonstrated
effectiveness in nany conmunities over the years, The clty has
determlned that as parental control increases there is likelihood
that juvenile delinquency decreases and that there is a need for
nocturnal curfew applicable to juveriles wi1l. reinforce the
prj.nary authority and respon6lbility of parenta and guardians
over Juveniles in thei! care and custody.

SectJ,on 2: DBFINITIONS:
Eor the purposes of the Curfevr Ordinance the follolring

terms, phlases, worals and thelr derivations shall have the
meaning given hereirl. when not j.nconsistent with the context,
words uaed in the present tense include the future, words in the
plural nunber inctude the singular anil vlords in the sj.ngul-ar
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t _J number lnclude the plural. The word I'sha11" ts always mandatory
and not merely direc tory.

(a) Juvenile or uinor is any person under the age of
eighteen (18) or, j.n equivalence phlasing often herein employed
any person seventeen (17) years of age or less.

(b) Parent is any person having custody of a juvenile (i) as
a natural or adoptlve parent, (il) as a lega1 guardian (1ii) as a
person who stands j.n loco parentis, (iv) as a person to whom
Iegal custody has been given by order of a court of competent
j urisdlction.

(c) Renain neans to stay behlnd, to tarry alrd to stay
unnecessarily upon the streets, including the congregating of
groups (or of interacting ninors) totaling three or more persons
in which juvenile involved would not be using the streets for
ordinary or serious purposes such as mere passage or going home.
To inplenent that thought with additional precisj.on and
precautLon, numerous exceptions are expressly defined in this
ordinance so that th].s j.s not a mere prohibition of presence of
juveniles. More and nore exceptions becone availabl-e with
ircreasing years and advancing maturity as appropriate in the
interest of reasonable regulations.

(d) street is a vray or p1ace, of whatever nature, open to
the use of the public as a matter of right for purposes of
vehicular travel or in the case of a sidel,alk thereof for
pedestrian travel. The term street includes that 1ega1 rlght of
way, including but not limited to traffic lanes. the curb, the

\-/ sidewalks whether paved ox unpaved, and any grass plots or other
grounds found within the leqal rj.ght of way of a street. The
term street applies irrespective of vrhat lt be ca11ed or formally
naned, whether alley, avenue, court, road or othelwise. the telm
street sha11 also j.nclude shoppinq centers, parking 1ots, parks,
playgrounds, public buildings, the common areas of publj.c housing
developnents, and similar areas that are open to the use of the
public.

(e) Tine of Night referreal to helein is based upon the
prevailing standard of tj.ne, whether central staodard Tame or
central Daylight savings Tine, generally observed at that hour by
the public in the city, prima facie the time then observed ill the
city police station.

(f) Year6 of Age contj-nues from one birthdaY, such as the
seventeenth to (but not iDcluding the day of the next), such as
the eighteenth birthday, naking it clear that seventeen or less
years of age be treated as equivaLent to the phrase "uIliler
eighteen Yeaxs of aqe. r'

Section 3. CURFEW FOR flTVBNILBS:
It shall be unlawful for any person seventeen (17) or less

years of age (under eighteen, (18),) to be or renain in or upon
the str:eet withj.n the city of East camden at Dight during the
following periods: 1) Ending at 5:00 A.M. and beginning at 12:00
Mldnight oo EridaY and saturday nj.ghts each week; 2) Ending at
5:OO A.M. and beginnj.ng at 10:00 P.M. Sunday thr:ough Thursday
nights.
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section 4 . BXCBPTIONS:\'' rn the followlng exceptlonal cases a mlnor on a city street
duriDg the nocturnal hours prescribeal for minors shal1 r1ot
however, be considered in violation of the curfew ordinance.

(a
(b

who is Dot the parent and $ho j.s authorizeal by a parent of such
minor for a designated peliod of tine and purpo6e within a
specified area.

(c) t{hen exercising Eirst Anendrnent right protected by the
United States co[stitutlon, such as the free exercise of
le1lgion, freedom of speech and rlght of such exercise by first
delavering to the person designated by the Police officer oD duty
to receive such infornation, at the Police Department at the East
camden clty Ha1I, a written comnunlcation sj.gned by the juvenile
and countersigned by a parent of the juvenile vrith their home
address and telephone [umber, speclfyj.ng when, whele, and in what
llanner the juvenile will be on the streets at night (during houls
when the Curfen Ordinance is otherwise applicable to said niDor)
in the exercise of a First nnendnent right. A copy of the
connunication, or of the police records thereof, duly certlfled
by the Police offieer on duty to be correct, with an appropriate
notatlon of the time it was received and of the names aDd
addresses of the parent and juvenile, sha11 be adnisslble
evidence.

(d) when returning home from and 'rlthin one (t) hour after
V the termlnation of a school or city sponsored activlty or arl

actlvity of a rellgious or other voLuntary association, of -vrhichprior notj.ce, indication the place and probable time of
termination, has been given in i{ri.ting, to and dulY f11ed for
immealiate reference by, the person desiguated by the Police
officer on duty at the police station, thus encouraging, as in
other exceptlonal situations, responsible conduct on the part of
luveniles involved in such activities and striking a fair balance
for any conflictinq j.nterest.

(e) When engaging in the duties of bona fide employment or
traveling directly, i{ithout undue delay or detour from home to
the place of enplolrment. or from the place of employment to the
hone.

(f) when the mlnor is in a motor vehicle for the purpose of
interstale travel, either through, beginlling or ending in East
camden.

SectloD 5. PARENTAL RBSPONSIBILITY:
It shal1 be unlawful for a parent of a juvenile to pernit or

allow the juvenile to be or renaj.n upon any city street under
circumstances not constitutinq an exception to, or otherwi-se
beyond the scope of, the Curfew ordinance. This ordlnance is
intended Lo hold neglectful or careless parents to a !easonable
community standard of parental responsibility through an
objective test. It shall be no defense that a parent rras
indifferent to the activities or conduct or whereabouts of suchjuvenile.

ilhen accompanied by the parent of such minor.
l{hen acconpanied by an adult, at least 21 years of age,
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(a) Police procedures shal1 be reflned in light of
experience aod rnay provide that the police officer nay deliver to
a parent or guardian thereof a juvenile under appropriate
circumstances,

(b) When a parent or quardian has conle to take charge of thejuvenile, and the appropriate information has been recorded, the
juvenile shall be released to the custody of such parent. If the
parent cannot be located or fails to take charge of the juvenile,
juvenile shall be released in accoralance uith Arkansas and
feder:aI lalr.

(c) In the case of a first violation by a juvenile, the
Police Department sha1l by certified mail or dj.rect service, send
and/or dellver to a parent written notice of the violatlon with a
warni-!g that any subsequent violation will result ln fu11
enfolcenent of the Curfew Ordinance, including enforcement of
parental r:esponsibllity and of applicable penalties.

SectloN 5. ENTORCEI,ENT PROCEDURE :

If a police officer leasonably believes that a juvenile is
on the streets in violation of the curfew ordinance, the officer
shall notify the juvenile that he or she is ln violation cf the
orilinalce and shaLl require the juvenile to proviale hls or her
name, address alrd telephone nunber atld how to contact his or her
parent or guardian.

In deterninlng the age of the juvenile and in the absence of
convincing evidence, a police officer shall use his or her best
judgment in deternining age.

Section 7 . PEIALTIES:
(a) If, after the narni.ng notice pursuant to Section 5 of a

first violation by a juvenile, a parent violates section 5 (in
connection vrith a seconil violation by the iuvenile), this sha11
be treated as a first offense by the parent. Por parental
offenses, a parent may be fined llot less than $25.00, nor more
than $100.00.(b) Any juvenile wllo shall violate any of the provisions of
the curfew ordinance more than three times shal1 be reported by
t)re Police officer on duty to the luvenile authorities as ajuve[i1e in need of supervj.sion and the Police Officer oD duty
shall refer the matter to the Ouachita County Prosecuting
Attorney and,/or other appropriate authorities.
Section 8. CONSTRUCUON:

Severability ls inteDded throughout and within theprovisions of this Curfew Ordinance. If any provision, including
any exceptiou, part, phrase. or term, o! the application thereof
to any perso[s or circumstances is held invalj.d, the applicatioD
to other persons or circunstances shalI not be affected thereby
and the validity of the curfew Ordi[ance j-Il any and all other
respects sha1l not be affected thereby.

Section 9. DATBS OE OPERATIoN:

be 2-2-93 7:00 pm
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Sectlon L0. REPEAI,ER:
That all ordinances or parts of ordinances in confllct

herewith and all prior curfew ordinances are hereby repealed.

Section 11. BHBRGENCY:
That it is hereby determined by the city counc j.I of East

camden that the passage of this ordinance is necessary for the
preservation of the public health, safety and welfare of the
citizens of East camden, THEREroRE, an emergency j.s hereby
declared to exist and this ordinance shall be in full force and
effect from and after the date of its adoption subject to the
linitations set forth in section 9.

PASSED AND APPROVED this 2Nd 66Y 61 FEBRUARY 199 3

Approved r

Attested: @Enn-fro-ffibyer
Reco rde r,/Tre a sure r
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